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Volume XVIII, Number 2
Quarterly Quotes
“Autumn is a second spring when every
leaf is a flower.”
― Albert Camus
FROM YOUR STEERING COMMITTEE
Welcome all retirees to our UMMRA fall
events! This year, with lack of a volunteer to
serve as president, Michael O’Reilley,
(treasurer), Ferolyn Angel (secretary), and
Donna Chollett (UMMRA Info editor) are
working to guide UMMRA through the coming
year. We strongly encourage anyone who is
willing to join our committee, to help us plan
events, and to bring fresh ideas to share. We
still need a web master if we are to maintain
our UMMRA website. If you have not renewed
your membership, please do so and stay
engaged with UMMRA!
Congratulations to new retirees: Marilyn
Gremmels retired on August 7, 2018 as
principal accounts specialist for Dining
Services. Marilyn began working at UMM in
1990. Roger Wareham retired August 31,
2018. Roger served as director of grants
development since 2009. We welcome you to
UMMRA!
UMMRA EXTENDS SINCERE SYMPATHIES
to the family of Orville Wayne Erickson, who
passed away on Wednesday, June 20, at the
age of 87. He was the father of Clori Carlsen,
Admissions.

Fall 2018
Please attend a very special UMMRA Fall
meeting: Friday, October 5, 5-7 p.m. at
LaFave House. A light dinner will be served at
5 p.m. (donations accepted), followed by a
presentation at 6 p.m. by Inkpa (Javier LaraRuiz). Inkpa, who
grew up immersed in
Dakota-Sioux
culture,
is
an
accomplished artist
whose
powerful
paintings
explore
social issues and the
violence experienced by Native peoples. He
works with his community and heritage to
actively create change and bring light to many
issues that go untold. Inkpa is a painter,
sculptor, and new media artist currently
attending the University of South Dakota. This
past summer he worked alongside Duane
Goodwin to create the stone monument at
UMM honoring Native Americans. Richard
Vandevor, a former mentor in the Artist Mentor
program said of Inkpa, “He has a great future
in the art world.” Please join us to support and
celebrate this young artist! Several of his
pieces will be on display.
Due to scheduling changes, chancellor
Michelle Behr will attend our UMMRA
quarterly meeting on Thursday, November 1,
11:45-1:15 in LaFave House. She will speak
on the present status and future plans for
UMM. Please bring a dish to share.

COMING EVENTS
Friday, September 21-23
Homecoming
Friday, September 21
All day, Class of ’68 50th Reunion
3 p.m. Celebration of A Model for Living and
Learning campaign for UMM
4 p.m. Dedication of the newly remodeled
Edson Auditorium, the Edward J. and Helen
Jane Morrison Performing Arts Center,
followed by a reception in the Student Center
6 p.m. Distinguished Alumni Award and
Homecoming Banquet, Oyate Hall
Saturday, September 22
10 a.m. Dedication of the Duane Goodwin
Sculpture, sculpture site (campus mall)
12 p.m. Football game v. Iowa Wesleyan
Friday, October 5
5-7 p.m. UMMRA meeting with speaker Inkpa
(Javier Lara-Ruiz), LaFave House
Saturday, October 6
7:30 p.m. Nobuntu a’cappella vocal ensemble,
Morrison Performing Arts Center ($15, seniors)
Friday, October 26
7:30 p.m. Griffin Theatre “Letters Home,”
soldiers’ letters from Afghanistan and Iraq
Morrison Performing Arts Center ($15, seniors)
Thursday, November 1
11:45-1:15 UMMRA quarterly meeting with
chancellor Michelle Behr, LaFave House
(potluck)
FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS
The following faculty were awarded Imagine
Fund Awards for innovative projects in the arts,
design, and humanities during the 2018-19
year: Humanities Division—Priyanka Basu,
Jonathan Campbell, Julia Dabbs, Bradley
Deane, Dan Demetriou, Ann DuHamel, Angela
Hume, Michael Lackey, Jessica Larson,
Bradley Miller, Jason Ramey, James Schryver,
Nadezhda Sotirova, Andrew Stansbury, Henrik
Wilberg; Social Science Division—Emily Bruce,
Jennifer Deane, Cristina Ortiz, Jennifer
Rothchild, Kevin Whalen.

UMMRA retirees are active and busy!
Congratulations to George and Pat Fosgate,
who celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary
on March 29, 2017 with family and friends at
Palace by the Sea in Manzanillo, Mexico.
Congratulations to Barbara McGinnis, retiree
from Briggs Library, who celebrated her 90th
birthday in June, 2017, after spending the
winter in California. Congratulations to Art and
Lois Kunde, who celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in August, 2017. Professor
emeritus Edith Borchardt returned to UMM
fall, 2017 to teach an IC course on the New
German Cinema. She found the experience
“exhilarating…because of the phenomenal
background the German history and culture
students brought to the course.” Donna
Chollett travelled to Morocco in November,
2017, where she learned more about Muslim
history and culture, rode a camel across the
Sahara sand dunes, and will travel to Peru for
volunteer work and visiting the Machu Picchu
ruins in September, 2018. More retiree
activities to follow in a forthcoming newsletter.
KUDOS
Dr. Marilyn Strand '77 earned the 2018 UMM
Alumni Association Distinguished Alumni
Award. She earned a BA in biology and
psychology, as well as the Scholar of the
College award for her academic achievements
at UMM; she earned an MD from the Twin
Cities campus. Dr. Strand has been a leader in
patient care, from mental health to internal
medicine, for 40 years.
Dr. Jefferson Brand, Damien Hoffman, and
Randy Rager were inducted into the 2018
Cougar Sports Hall of Fame. They will be
honored as part of homecoming weekend.
NEWSWORTHY AT UMM
Eric Kaler announced his decision to step
down as university president on July 1, 2019:

“Dear
friends
and
colleagues,
My tenure already exceeds the national
average. This is an incredibly demanding job,
essentially seven days a week, evenings and
nights included, and as proud and confident of
my contributions and ability as I am, I also
know that the University will benefit from a
fresh perspective. Quite simply, it is time….
Following my departure in July 2019, I plan to
work as president emeritus for one year to
continue the momentum on our $4 billion
Driven campaign. I look forward then to a
sabbatical before assuming my faculty position
in our spectacular Department of Chemical
Engineering and Materials Science.”
At the annual all-campus convocation on
August 22, chancellor Michelle Behr reported
on UMM’s accomplishments for the past year,
including: working toward Higher Learning
Commission reaffirmation, completion of a
feasibility study for a two-year residential
college experience for students with intellectual
and developmental disabilities, development of
a vision statement and goals for the next 10
years, and working on a system-wide strategic
plan. A Tuesday/Thursday community hour
(11:40-12:40),
with
no
classes,
was
established. Behr’s focus was on the future,
with several ambitious goals. While working on
broader strategic visioning and planning, UMM
will simultaneously engage in strengthening
efforts for
reaffirmation
of
UMM’s
accreditation, launch a fund-raising campaign
for $21 million by 2021, and conduct a search
for two vice chancellor positions. The
chancellor challenged the audience to ask
what we are capable of, and to shift our focus
from where we are now to building a strong
institutional future together.
The Fiske Guide to Colleges 2019 named
UMM one of "the best and most interesting"
colleges and universities in the United States,

Canada, and the UK. This is the eighth
consecutive year Morris received this honor.
Jennifer Zych Herrmann, director of
admissions, commented: "Selecting the right
college is one of the most important decisions
a young person will make. These rankings
shed light on what life is like at Morris and can
help college-bound students see that we are
the right fit for them."
The National Association of College and
University Business Officers has recognized
UMM with an Excellence in Sustainability
Award. Morris was noted for "transforming its
rural area with clean energy initiatives both on
campus and in its community." For the third
time, the Association for the Advancement of
Sustainability in Higher Education awarded
UMM the highest STARS Gold rating of any
school in Minnesota, in recognition of its
sustainability achievements.
UMM earned a $137,000 Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation grant to support an Engaged and
Engaging Humanities initiative. The grant will
engage students, faculty members, and the
larger community in reimagining the role of the
humanities as vital to a modern liberal arts
curriculum. Funds will be used to support a
speaker series, faculty-student research
partnerships, and to create courses that model
how the humanities can be a central part of
students’ studies.
The University of Minnesota Morris Center for
Small Towns was awarded an operating
support grant for 2018-19 by the Otto Bremer
Trust. This award will help further CST's work
with small towns and community groups across
Minnesota. According to CST director Roger
Rose, "The grant also will allow CST to
collaborate more deeply with the programs
carried out by our campus Offices of
Community Engagement and Sustainability."

REFLECTIONS ON UMM
History being made at UMM.
In June 2018, a
9-ton block of
dolomite arrived
at the UMM
campus and was
set up across
from the MultiEthnic Resource
immense block,

Center. Out of that
Anishinaabe
sculptor Duane
“Dewey”
Goodwin, from
Bemidji and
Leech
Lake
Reservation,
created a monument that honors the strength
and perseverance of Native American cultures.
Each day, Goodwin
arrived at 5 a.m., burned
sage,
and
placed
tobacco near the stone
before
beginning
to
work. He was assisted
by Inkpa (Javier LaraRuiz) and Joe Strong.
Inkpa is a student at
University
of
South
Dakota and Joe is a
graduate of Leech Lake Tribal College who will
attend UMM next spring as a major in sports
management. Using industrial hammer drills,
saws,
polishing
tools,
and
protecting
themselves from
clouds of dolomite
dust, they donned
goggles and face
masks and went to
work. The statue symbolizes the oppression
suffered by Native Americans and the enduring
strength of Native peoples to retain their

cultures. It depicts a Native American woman,
with a young boy
dressed in European
clothing
typical
of
boarding schools and a
young girl clutching her
mother’s skirt in fear of
being removed from
her family, reflective of
UMM as a Native
American
Boarding
School. Asked what inspired Goodwin’s idea
for the sculpture, he spoke of his very strong
mother and the trauma suffered by his people;
his own grandmother attended the boarding
school at UMM. He explained, “We have
endured colonization, retaining our most
valued traditions—our identity, language,
ceremonies, and arts.” Goodwin commented,
“This work is historical. No other school has
commissioned a monument like this.” The work
was generosity supported by Puncky '73 and
Mary ’76 Soehren Heppner. A dedication
ceremony will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday,
September 22.
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